[Disorder of androgen biosynthesis].
Disorders of androgen biosynthesis are a relatively rare cause of sexual ambiguity in 46XY genetic males. The biosynthesis of androgen requires the steroidogenic acute regulatory protein (StAR) and the steroidogenic enzymes P450scc, 3 beta HSDII, P450c17, 17 beta HSDIII, and 5 alpha-reductase. Deficiencies have been reported in these enzymes, leading to male pseudohermaphroditism. Here we describe three enzymes 3 beta HSDII, P450c17, and 17 beta HSDIII, their roles and mechanisms of action special reference to diagnosis and treatment for the patients with deficiencies of these enzymes.